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REGENERATION AND HOUSING PANEL 

 

 
Monday, 18th September, 2017 

 
Present:  Councillor Clare Cleary (in the Chair), Councillors Tony Dobson, 

Stewart Eaves, June Harrison and Joyce Plummer 
 

Apologies Mohammad Ayub and Jean Battle 

  

 
1 Apologies for Absence and Substitutions 

 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Battle and Ayub.  Councillor 
Lorraine Cox and Councillor Munsif Dad acted as substitute representatives for Councillor 
Battle and Councillor Ayub, respectively. 
 

2 Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

3 Minutes of Last Meeting held on 24th July 2017 
 
The Minutes of the last meeting of the Regeneration and Housing Panel held on 24th July 
2017 were submitted for approval as a correct record. 
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing referred to the meeting held on 24th July 2017 and 
informed the Panel that the proposed Selective Licensing Designation Scheme was with the 
Department of Communities and Local Government for approval.  He reported that formal 
correspondence and four clarifications were being responded to by the Council and there 
was no indication of timescales for when the scheme may be approved. 
 
Councillor Loraine Cox reported that the Church Ward Councillors and the Cabinet Portfolio 
Holder for Regeneration had not yet received the report on the Church Canal Gateway as 
recommended at the previous meeting.  The Head of Regeneration and Housing indicated 
that he would ensure that the report was circulated. 
 
Resolved (1) That the Minutes be received and approved as a correct 

record; and 
 

 (2) That a report on the Church Canal Gateway be circulated 
to all Church Ward Councillors and the Cabinet Portfolio 
Holder for Regeneration. 

 
4 Housing Renewal Funding 

 
The Regeneration Manager submitted a report to provide the Panel with details of the 
2017/18 Housing Renewal Programme.  She provided information on financial 
commitments and spend to date in the West and East Accrington programmes and advised 
that there would be a further small amount spent on Pendle Street.  She reported that the 
Spring Street facelift was due to start on site in October 2017 and that letters of interest had 
been issued for the facelifting of properties on Hudson Street although there had only been 
a small response so far.  The Regeneration Manager referred members to appendix 1 for 
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further details of the housing renewal programme and projects including progress made on 
Phase 1 Woodnook, on Nuttall Street and on the Lower Woodnook project.  She reported 
that the Executive Director, Legal and Democratic Services had taken responsibility for 
progressing with the compulsory purchase order or other solutions for Pendle Street..   
 
Councillor Harrison referred to a recent local newspaper article which had reported that the 
number of vacant properties in the newly improved area of Woodnook were of a 
consequence of anti-social behaviour and was a growing problem.  Councillor Dobson 
pointed out that the press had produced the report after attending a local meeting where 
residents had referred to anti-social behaviour in the area but that the comments had been 
taken out of contex.  The Head of Regeneration and Housing informed the Panel that 
PlaceFirst had issued a statement to the press to clarify the issue.   
 
Councillor Dad referred to delays in resolving regeneration issues in Pendle Street and to 
residents’ concerns about a lack of progress.  He pointed out that the properties were 
unsecure, pest ridden and that there were smells coming from them.  He asked for a 
timescale for all issues to be resolved.  The Regeneration and Property Manager reported 
that a resolution on the matter was subject to legal resources and that the Executive 
Director, Legal and Democratic Services is now considering the merits of compulsory 
purchase orders of the two remaining properties on the street and other possible options.  
The Head of Regeneration and Housing pointed out the complexities of the issue but 
indicated that it was a priority to resolve.  The Chair requested that Councillor Dad was kept 
informed of progress on the Pendle Street properties. 

Resolved (1) That the report be noted; and 

 (2) That Councillor Dad be kept informed of progress with 
the Pendle Street properties. 

 
5 Housing and Environmental Standards 

 
The Environmental Protection Manager submitted a report to update the Panel on actions 
taken by the Environmental Protection Team in relation to the land and buildings 
detrimental to the area during the period 1st May to 30 June 2017.  He referred the Panel to 
3.2 of the report and pointed out that there had been eleven prosecution cases sent to the 
Magistrates Court.  He reported that the owners of Oswald House had been prosecuted 
and that there was a potential buyer for the property.  He also reported that the issue of 
concern raised at the previous meeting with regards to the Bridge Pub had been resolved.   
 
Councillor Plummer referred to problems of deliveries being made to Horne Street (possibly 
28) which residents had raised concerns about and requested that this be looked into. 
 
Councillor Eaves referred to the problem of 1st floor windows being left open at Oswald 
House.  The Environmental Protection Manager advised that action could only be taken if 
the ground  floor was left unsecure but indicated that he would speak to the owner to ask if 
they would close the windows on the first floor. 
 
The Environmental Protection Manager agreed to check if waste materials had been 
removed from 21 Lee Street on the request of Councillor Plummer.   
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing informed Members of the 3 month temporary 
closure order of the T.H. Smith yard at Great Harwood.   

Resolved (1) That the report be noted; and 
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 (2) That the Environmental Protection Manager carries out 
the following actions: 

-  Investigates concerns of deliveries being made at 28 
Horne Street; 

                                             -  Speaks to the owners of Oswald House and ask   them to 
keep the first floor windows secure and closed to 
reduce risk of illegal entry; 

                                             -  To check if waste materials had been removed from 21 
Lee Street. 

 
6 Asset Activity and Capital Receipts 

 
Confidential Report – The report contains exempt information under the Local Government 
Act 1972, Schedule 12A, Paragraph 4.  Information relating to any consultations or 
negotiations, or contemplated consultations or negotiations in connection with any labour 
relations matter arising between the authority or a Minister of the Crown and employees of, 
or office holders under, the Authority. 
 
The Regeneration and Property Manager submitted a report to update the Panel on Asset 
Activities including the areas of Pendle Street.  She reported on the completed disposals 2013 -
2017 and the proposed disposals 2017/18.  She referred to the parks land disposal programme 
2017/18 which would enable the Council to dispose of land, used by the Parks Section, which 
have been identified not as parks but as areas of grass that are deemed to have low community 
benefit and could be developed or used by others.  She reported on the asset transfer of Council 
assets to community groups in accordance with Government Policy.   

Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

7 Homelessness Reduction Act 2017 
 
The Housing Strategy & Policy Manager and the Homelessness and Housing Advice 
Manager submitted a report to brief the Panel on the introduction of the Homelessness 
Reduction Act 2017 and its implications for the Council and the Housing Advice Team in 
particular.   
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing introduced the item and advised that the 
Homelessness Reduction Act 2017 would commence in April 2018 and make big changes 
to homelessness legislation.  He explained that the Council would have to make an earlier 
intervention to prevent homelessness and provide greater assistance to anyone 
approaching the Council.  He pointed out that there would be an increase in duties as a 
consequence of this but would be waiting for new Homelessness Guidance to be issued in 
Autumn 2017 for greater clarity on the Council’s obligations.  He pointed out that they were 
currently recruiting another member of the Homelessness Team, reviewing temporary 
accommodation to ensure that the additional needs could be met and undertaking 
additional training.     
 
Discussions related to planning permission for a new property in the Woodnook area and its 
appropriateness for housing vulnerable homeless people.  The Head of Regeneration and 
Housing indicated that he would note concerns and Councillor Dobson pointed out that the 
property was in a selective licensing area so would have to adhere to licensing rules.   

Resolved (1) That the report be noted; and 
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 (2) That the Head of Regeneration and Housing noted the 
concerns relating to a newly developed property in the 
Woodnook area and vulnerable homeless people. 

 
8 Promoting Accrington Town Centre and Market Hall 

 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing submitted a report to discuss and explore 
proposals for promoting Accrington Town Centre and Market Hall.  He reported on the 
challenges facing town centres and market halls and the potential opportunities for their 
future.  He informed the meeting that the Council was trying to recruit a person to the new 
town centre post, Business & Marketing Co-ordinator, who would be expected to focus on 
events and marketing.  He reported that the Council had proposed to procure external 
services to manage town centre events.  He welcomed comments from the Panel. 
 
The Chair requested that consideration was given to installing benches that provided 
access to wi-fi and computer top-ups rather than a town centre wide wi-fi provision.  The 
Regeneration and Property Manager indicated that she would raise the proposal with the 
contractor and Lancashire County Council at their meeting next week.   
 
Councillor Plummer referred to the development of Melbourne House into a residential 
building and the need for a solution for the former Inland Revenue building and reported 
that the grassed area of the building was beginning to look unsightly.  The Environmental 
Protection Manager indicated that he would investigate the area.  
 
The Regeneration and Property Manager reported that the Contractor for town centre 
improvements had requested that the charge unit located in the town centre was 
disconnected.  She reported that discussions had followed with regards to its relocation and 
the decision had been taken to remove it completely with a proposal to relocate it at Peel 
Street.  She indicated that no firm decision had yet been made.  

Resolved (1) That the report be noted; 

                                           (2)  That the Environmental Protection Manager    
investigate the appearance of the former Inland 
Revenue building; and 

                                           (3)  That the Regeneration and Property Manager explore 
improved access to work on part of the THI/town square 
improvements. 

 
9 Housing Supply 

 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing submitted a report to update the Panel on progress 
with new housing development across the Borough.  He reported on the appointment of the 
new Housing Zone Project Manager who would be starting in mid-October to manage the 
Huncoat Housing Zone.  He reported that steady progress was being made to develop a 
Masterplan for the area and to move to develop the Huncoat site more quickly.   
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing pointed out that Lyndon Park, Great Harwood and 
that they were very close to transferring land to Keepmoat but start on site would depend 
upon legal arrangements being in place.  In addition he reported that Phoenix 1D in West 
Accrington had stalled due to a number of factors making it no longer viable but it was 
hoped that the Housing Infrastructure Fund would help to unlock the delivery of the 
development.  He also informed the Panel that they were now in discussions with Gleeson 
Homes about a number of brownfield sites.  He pointed out that the Government’s new 
Housing Infrastructure Fund (HIF) had two elements Marginal Viability Fund (MVF) and 
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Forward Funding (FF) and was the first Government grant to be released for many years to 
accelerate housing growth across the country.  A bid was being submitted by the Council 
for Project Phoenix 1D and Woodnook Vale and a Pennine Lancashire joint Expression of 
Interest for the FF was being prepared to support the M65 Growth Corridor’.   All bids had 
to be submitted by 28th September. 

Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

10 Urgent Business 
 
There was no urgent business. 
 

11 The Time and Date of Future Meetings 
 
Monday, 20th November 2017. 
 

 
 
 
 

Signed:…………………………………………… 
 

Date: …………….………………………………………… 
 

Chair of the meeting 
At which the minutes were confirmed 

 
 


